Human papillomavirus associated with adenocarcinoma and adenosquamous carcinoma of the cervix: analysis by in situ hybridization.
The incidence of adenocarcinoma of the cervix appears to be increasing. Recent reports have demonstrated an association between adenocarcinoma of the cervix and human papillomavirus (HPV) by Southern blot hybridizations. In situ deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA) hybridization was performed on paraffin-embedded specimens to localize the source of HPV DNA. In pure adenocarcinoma five of six specimens were positive for HPV DNA. Four specimens contained HPV type 18 and one HPV type 16. Only one of three adenosquamous lesions was positive and it contained both HPV types 16 and 31. These findings suggest an association between HPV and adenocarcinoma of the cervix.